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Govt releases funds to operationalize transit campus of IIT 

Jammu 

*PDD, PHE, R&B Deptts to kick start work shortly  
Posted on 22/01/2016 by Dailyexcelsior  

Formal forest land transfer order soon after formation of new Govt 

Mohinder Verma 

http://www.dailyexcelsior.com/govt-releases-funds-to-operationalize-transit-campus-of-iit-jammu/ 

JAMMU, Jan 21: As decided by the high-level committee of the Union Ministry of Human Resource Develo-

pment, the Government has released funds for operationalization of the transit campus of the prestigious Indian 

Institute of Technology (IIT) Jammu at Jagti-Khanpur near Nagrota, which will start maiden academic session 

from August this year. 

Official sources told EXCELSIOR that the Campus Operationalization Committee of the Union HRD Ministry 

in its meeting with the concerned officers of the State Government held on December 3, 2015 had issued 

directions for timely formulation and submission of Detailed Project Reports (DPRs) for the infrastructure 

required to be created by the State Government for the transit campus of the IIT Jammu. 

Accordingly, all the concerned agencies of the State—Roads and Buildings Depart-ment, Power Development 

Department and Public Health Engineering Department prepared their DPRs reflecting the estimates of the 

expenditure required to be incurred on constructing boundary wall and extending power and water supply lines 

up to the site of the IIT campus at Jagti-Khanpur near Nagrota. 

The Roads and Buildings Department has provided estimates of Rs 16 crore for construction of 10 feet 

boundary wall and fixing concertina wires while as Public Health Engineering Department has reflected 

requirement of Rs 1.92 crore for providing water supply to the campus. Simila-rly, the Power Develop-ment 

Department has projected estimates of Rs 62.63 lakh for creation of infrastructure beyond Jagti township up to 

the main site of the IIT. 

As per the DPRs, the Public Health Engineering Department would have to lay around 4 kilometer long supply 

lines to provide water connectivity to the IIT while as Power Develop-ment Department would have to lay 

around 5.5 kilometer long transmission lines besides creating other infrastructure, sources said while disclosing 

that all the concerned departments in the recent past furnished the requirement of funds to the Higher Education 

Department and the Planning and Development Department. 

In order to ensure early start of work on creation of infrastructure for operationalization of the transit campus of 

the IIT Jammu, the Planning and Development Department vide Government Order No.18 dated January 20, 

2016 has accorded sanction to the release of additionality to the tune of Rs one crore under Capital Expenditure 

Budget 2015-16 in favour of the Higher Education Department for onward transmission to the implementing 

departments. 

With the release of these funds, the requirement of the Power Development Depart-ment to the tune of Rs 62.63 

lakh has completely been met while as an amount of Rs 19.26 lakh has been earmarked for the Public Health 

Engineering Department. The remaining funds would be released to this department following start of work on 

laying of water supply lines. 

As far as requirement of funds for raising of boundary walls, sources said, “it has been decided that expenditure 

on this component would be borne by the HRD Ministry but an amount of Rs 17.69 lakh has been earmarked 

for boundary marking”, adding “moreover, work on construction of boundary wall would begin only after 

formal transfer of the identified land by the Forest Department to the Higher Education Department”. 

In response to a question, sources said that all the formalities with regard to transfer of 3200 kanals of forest 

land have already been completed and soon after the formulation of the new Government formal order would be 

issued in this regard. “If there is prolonged delay in formulation of new Gover-nment, the Governor’s approval 

will be taken for issuance of formal order as HRD Ministry wants to start maiden academic session of the IIT 

http://www.dailyexcelsior.com/author/admin/
http://www.dailyexcelsior.com/govt-releases-funds-to-operationalize-transit-campus-of-iit-jammu/


Page 7 of 13 

 

Jammu from August this year and prior to that transit campus is required to be established as per the department 

wise deadlines fixed by the Campus Operationalization Committee”. 

In the meanwhile, the Forest Department has started installing boundary pillars and exercise for removal of 

trees would begin soon after issuance of formal land transfer order. 

As per the decisions taken by the Campus Operation-alization Committee, the Power Development Department 

is required to lay power transmission lines up to the site of IIT within two months while as six months time-

frame has been given to the Public Health Engineering Department for providing water connection. In order to 

ensure start of maiden academic session from August this year, the Central Public Works Department would 

erect required number of pre-fabricated structures. 

IIT-K UAV to fly at a military exercise in April 2016 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/kanpur/IIT-K-UAV-to-fly-at-a-military-exercise-in-April-
2016/articleshow/50667010.cms 
 
Kanpur: The IIT-Kanpur would be flying an unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV) for demonstrating its capabilities at a military 
exercise in April. The UAV is among a batch of three remotely-operated low-cost "made in India" UAVs developed by IIT-
Kanpur experts that could be used for various military purposes including surveillance.  
 
Senior army officers led by Major General Sandeep Sharma from the Corps of Signals visited the institute on Tuesday 
morning to see a demonstration of the production readied UAV prototypes and reportedly evinced keen interest in the 
technology. If everything goes well, the IIT-K experts would demonstrate one of these UAVs at a military exercise to be 
held in April. The place of the exercise has not been disclosed due to security reasons.  
 
The UAVs can be used in border areas or in insurgency related exercises. They can also be used in Naxalite-affected 
areas in the country. TheseUAVs record ground happenings and can be flown with petrol engine or even batteries and 
could be monitored on computer screens on ground.  
 
An interdisciplinary team of IIT-K professors including Prof AK Ghosh, Prof Deepu Philip and many others has been 
working on the UAVs for the past two years. After developing the prototypes of the UAVs, the team is also working on 
other UAV models.  
 
Major General Sharma, who is also an alumnus of IIT-Kanpur, reportedly expressed interest in the UAV prototypes and 
was satisfied with the UAV development but due to rains he could not see their demonstration, sources at the institute 
told TOI.  
 

Prof Deepu Philip of IIT-Kanpur who is part of the expert team which has developed the UAVs, said, "The army officials 

saw the three UAV types including Low Altitude Long Endurance (LALE) UAV, 10-kg hand launch UAV and one-kg micro 

UAV. While the LALE project was completed in April last, the two other UAVs were developed recently. Interestingly, the 

LALE UAV is feature rich and could be compared with best available globally. The LALE UAV can be flown both during day 

and the night."  

"LALE UAV has several characteristics which makes it fit for military use. While it carries an infra-red camera which 

enables it to capture pictures both during day and night, it can scale an altitude of 5,000 feet. Once it is 1,000 feet from 

the ground, it would not be visible by naked eyes. It is just 3.3 metres in size and it can move in the air at a maximum 

speed of 100 km/hour," said Prof Philip.  

He added that these features have drawn the attention of Indian defence forces and we would be demonstrating LALE 

at a military exercise in April.  

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/kanpur/IIT-K-UAV-to-fly-at-a-military-exercise-in-April-2016/articleshow/50667010.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/kanpur/IIT-K-UAV-to-fly-at-a-military-exercise-in-April-2016/articleshow/50667010.cms
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Interestingly, all the three UAVs can be flown either by attaching a petrol engine which can keep it flying for about eight 

hours or by installing batteries which can last for three hours. While these UAVs could be developed for Rs 40-50 lakhs, 

the imported ones cost more thanRs one crore, he added.  

The advantage of these "made in India"UAVs is that they are not only cheaper, but their maintanence too is hassle-free. 

"We discussed these indigenously developed UAVs and are trying to find out how could they be useful for the army," he 

added. 

`Maker summit' to be the big draw at IIT-M tech festival 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/chennai/Maker-summit-to-be-the-big-draw-at-IIT-M-tech-

festival/articleshow/50677457.cms 

 

CHENNAI: The 17th edition of Shaastra, the annual tech fest of IIT-Madras, will kick off on Saturday with a 

host of lectures, design competitions, innovations and LED shows conducted over four days. 

 

The big attraction will be the `maker summit', on the lines of `maker movement' a worldwide trend in which 

individuals or groups create and market products recreated and assembled using unused, discarded or broken 

electronic, plastic, silicon or any raw material from a computer-related device.  

 

"Maker movement mainly is to innovate or tinker around with objects to build products. In India, it isn't that big 

yet and is almost non-existent in Chennai. So we are trying to kick-start the initiative here," said Vedant 

Agarwal, a coordinating members of Shaastra.  

 

In the product design competition, 50 participants will have to create products that are social projects (benefit 

society), life hacks (help in daily activities) or trans-media story telling (use of technology to narrate stories).  

 

IIT director Bhaskar Ramamurthi said 40 winners will get full paid summer internships. 

IISc to indigenize hardware for Digital India, cyber security 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/bengaluru/IISc-to-indigenize-hardware-for-Digital-India-cyber-

security/articleshow/50677250.cms 

BENGALURU: As part of the Centre's cyber-security programme, researchers at the Indian Institute of Science (IISc) are 

looking to develop indigenous hardware architecture to protect our networks, besides helping to achieve the Digital 

India dream through self-reliance.  

 

Among the two pathbreaking projects that were kicked off at IISc's Centre for Nano Science and Engineering (CeNSE), 

one of them, supported by the office of the principal scientific adviser to the Centre, is the project aimed at making such 

architecture. Scientists claim this project is among the first global attempts at developing such architecture and comes 

under the Indian cyber-security programme, which aims to create indigenous hardware to protect our networks.  

 

Assistant professor at Binghamton University, Aravind Prakash had told TOI at the Indian Science Congress that the need 

to indigenously protect data and systems that transfer and store such data is quintessential.  

 

The programme aspires to forge local knowledge and technology to build infrastructure that will adequately support the 

ever-increasing connectivity. As part of it, researchers will develop integrated photonic transceiver architectures that 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/chennai/Maker-summit-to-be-the-big-draw-at-IIT-M-tech-festival/articleshow/50677457.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/chennai/Maker-summit-to-be-the-big-draw-at-IIT-M-tech-festival/articleshow/50677457.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/bengaluru/IISc-to-indigenize-hardware-for-Digital-India-cyber-security/articleshow/50677250.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/bengaluru/IISc-to-indigenize-hardware-for-Digital-India-cyber-security/articleshow/50677250.cms
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will enable communication speeds beyond 1 terabits per second per channel.  

 

Former scientific secretary to principal scientific adviser, Government of India, and professor at IIT-M, SV Raghavan said 

in a statement: "Photonic transceivers possess transmission technology related building blocks, starting from devices. 

The photonics integrated chip is the first step in that direction."  

 

He added that this technology will enable substantial scaling of users using 4G and the upcoming 5G wireless 

technologies. The bulk components will be integrated onto a chip scale with very compact architecture.  

 

Prof Navakanta Bhat of CeNSE says: "India aims to take a leadership role by initiating research and technology 

development in the field of photonic integrated circuits, which will help achieve the dream of Digital India through self-

reliance in both strategic and consumer sectors." The other project at the Centre, being supported by the Defence 

Research and Development Organization (DRDO), seeks to develop indigenous technology for high-speed optical 

interconnect technology .  

 

Even this is pegged as a first attempt in India and researchers say it aims at developing photonics-assisted high-speed 

computing technology . DRDO has said in a statement that it aims to use Silicon Photonics technology for design and 

development of next generation multi-core processor with photonic interconnect.  

 

Currently data transfer in microprocessors is largely in the electrical domain, which means that it employs copper wires 

that incur signal losses, thereby reducing efficiency, and are not amenable to increasing the rate of transfer as rapidly as 

our computing needs require. The new developments will change this considerably . 

IIT-Kanpur alarms about chances of large magnitude 

earthquakes in Northwest Himalayas 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/kanpur/IIT-Kanpur-alarms-about-chances-of-large-magnitude-earthquakes-in-

Northwest-Himalayas/articleshow/50680107.cms\ 

KANPUR: The latest research by IIT Kanpur experts on earthquakes has revealed that the potential of the occurrence of a 

large magnitude earthquake in foothill zone of Northwest Himalaya (Himachal Pradesh and Uttarakhand) along the 

Himalayan Frontal Thrust (HFT) cannot be ruled out. The research done will help towards proper evaluation of seismic 

hazards in Kangra as well as in Indo- Gangetic Plain.  

 

Recent research in Central Himalaya revealed that no large magnitude earthquake has occurred since last 700 years, 

considering the long silence, a great earthquake may be due in this region. "If such an earthquake occur in the foothill 

zone of Nanital, it would affect areas in a distance of minimum 250 kilometers. The affected areas would be West and 

Central Uttar Pradesh hitting Lucknow and Kanpur as well", said Prof Javed N Malik of IIT Kanpur who conducted the 

research.  

The research also unfolds that the accumulated strain during the earthquake of 1905 in Kangra was released along 

Kangra Valley Fault and not along Himalayan Frontal Thrust. The new research alarms that there exists strong chances of 

large magnitude earthquakes in the foothills of Northwest Himalayas, stated Prof. Javed N Malik of earth science 

department of IIT-Kanpur who conducted the research. Considering the historical documents and earthquakes occurred 

during 20th Century such as 1555 Kashmir (Magnitude 7.6), 1905 Kangra (M 7.8), 1934 Nepal-Bihar (M 8.1) and 1950 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/kanpur/IIT-Kanpur-alarms-about-chances-of-large-magnitude-earthquakes-in-Northwest-Himalayas/articleshow/50680107.cms/
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/kanpur/IIT-Kanpur-alarms-about-chances-of-large-magnitude-earthquakes-in-Northwest-Himalayas/articleshow/50680107.cms/
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Assam (M 8.4), three major 'Seismic Gaps' had been identified between Kashmir and Uttaranchal, Uttaranchal and 

Nepal/Bihar, and Nepal/Bihar and Northeast.  

The research carried out by Prof. Javed N. Malik and his team revealed that several active faults exist between these 

gaps, which are capable of producing large magnitude damaging earthquakes. The April 4 1905 Kangra earthquake (M 

7.8), was one of the devastative earthquakes that killed more than 20,000 people and destroyed the towns of Kangra 

and Dharamshala in northwest Himalaya.  

The latest research by Prof. Malik and his team, published in Bulletin of the Seismological Society of America in October 

2015, suggested that the 1905 Kangra earthquake did not rupture in the frontal part of Himalaya along the HFT as 

claimed by the researchers earlier. "Since the accumulated energy (strain) during the 1905 Kangra earthquake was 

released along the newly discovered Kangra Valley Fault (KVF), potential for large-magnitude earthquakes in northwest 

Himalaya along the HFT still remains", said Prof Malik while talking to TOI. He said that in view of present research 

findings it is quite possible that if a large magnitude earthquake (M 7.5-8.0) occurs along HFT, it will cause severe 

damage to the neighbouring cities/towns in states such as Punjab, Haryana, Delhi, Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand and 

parts of West Uttar Pradesh.  

He also mentioned that the recent earthquakes in Nepal (Gorkha M7.8 and Kodari M7.3) testify the ongoing collision 

between Indian and Eurasian Plates. This ongoing collision is causing accumulation of strain along the active faults, 

which if released could result in occurrence of large magnitude earthquake in the foothill zone of Nainital (Central 

Himalaya).  

IIT E-summit to promote Make in India 

Ashok Pradhan | TNN | Jan 22, 2016, 04.13 PM IST 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home/education/news/IIT-E-summit-to-promote-Make-in-

India/articleshow/50684017.cms 

BHUBANESWAR: E-Summit'16, an event to promote entrepreneurship being organized by Centre for Entrepreneurship, 

IIT Bhubaneswar begins here on Friday.  

With the theme "Industry 4.0", the three-day summit will focus on promoting the Make-in-India concept by infusing IT 

into manufacturing processes, IIT director R V Rajakumar said.  

The inaugural session is scheduled to be addressed by Rajnish Kumar (MD NBG, SBI) and Jagi Mangat Panda (MD, Ortel 

Communications) on Friday evening.  

The first panel discussion "Vision Night" is planned to be an open house discussion on "India, Industry 4.0 & 

Entrepreneurship". It will bring many industry leaders for interaction with students. They include: Varun Jha (ex-COO 

Tata Steel), Jagi Mangat Panda (co-founder, Ortel Communications), Rajib Shekhar Sahoo (president, TiE Bhubaneswar), 

Devesh Sinha (founder, ESSPL), J K Rath (chairman, UCCI), Prasant Satpathy (M D, SCIL), Jagadanand Mohapatra (MD, 

AGIL), and Tapan Das (MD, S K Engineers).  

Four other panel discussions planned in E-Summit'16 are on entrepreneurship for digital india and entrepreneurship in 

mineral-based industry, bio-science and bio-technology industry, and public systems. Many reputed personalities from 

the world of practice such as Rajiv Lochan Mohanty (Chairman, MGM Group), Mukesh Kumar (COO, Vedanta), Gyana 

Parija (IBM Research Labs), G C Pati (former Odisha chief secretary), and G Nayak (Director, IIIT, Bhubaneswar) will share 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/toireporter/author-Ashok-Pradhan-479214269.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home/education/news/IIT-E-summit-to-promote-Make-in-India/articleshow/50684017.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home/education/news/IIT-E-summit-to-promote-Make-in-India/articleshow/50684017.cms
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their ideas with the young budding entrepreneurs, providing them with the much-needed help in the ideation stage of 

entrepreneurship.  

One of the most interesting events planned in E-Summit'16 is "Investors' Drive." Here the student participants will 

present their Business Plans before a number of potential investors - venture capitalists, angel investors, financial 

institutions, and even government departments. Among them will be investors such as Raghav Kanoria (Calcutta Angels 

Cofounder), Sushant Nayak (IVY Consultants), Srikanth Sunder Rajan (Helion Ventures), and Binayak Acharya (Unitus 

Seed Fund), and investors from Indian Angel Network.  
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